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The year 2010 is going to be a crucial year in the AIDS response for many reasons, but I 
am hopeful that it will be known as the year in which we finally made progress on 
human rights and HIV. 
 
I want to add my voice to the praise given to Michel Sidibe and UNAIDS for the courage 
in the committing to address structural barriers to the response to the epidemic, and in 
particular to removing problematic legislation. 
 
We have talked about stigma and discrimination and human rights ad-infinitum within 
these settings for many years, yet together we have failed to address these fundamental 
barriers. 
 
It is good to finally hear clear public declarations from the head of UNAIDS, but also 
from member states (governments) on the need for legislative changes to address those 
that continue to undermine the response to HIV.  However, right now we are 
experiencing increasing NOT decreasing criminalization of key populations – including 
people living with HIV, sex workers, men who have sex with men, and people who use 
drugs.  We should also remember that there still exist laws that continue to disempower 
women and girls. 
 
However, there seems to be a contradiction here where some of the very countries 
where this legislation is in place are the ones speaking today of the need to remove 
them, or acknowledging they undermine the response to HIV and AIDS. 
 
Like many others this morning have said repeatedly today, recommendations and words 
are fine, but we need to see words move to action.  We can do this by empowering 
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UNAIDS to move forward actively on these issues, as suggested by Michel Sidibe, Brazil 
and others within the UNAIDS Outcome Framework. 
 
But we also need member states and governments to look closely at their own 
legislation, including donor legislation.  An example is the new US administration making 
tremendous changes recently, and Dr Goosby has been a key voice in this, but there is 
still a long way for them to go on legislation on sex work for example. 
 
UNAIDS leadership will be important, but ultimately it is government action to remove 
harmful legislation that will make the difference for the most vulnerable and at risk. 
 
 


